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GOVERNMENT CAMPS 


Final tabulation of the government camp 
questionnaires shows a considerable variety 
of opinion. The results in brief: 

For government camps without 

comment 47 

For government camps with specific 

conditions 

For C.P.S. without comment 

For C.P.S. with comments 

Neither with no comments 

Neither with comments 

Both squares checked 

Questionnaires not returned 





Because of the wide range of ideas as to 
what government camps should be, the Board 
of Directors of the N.S.B.R.O. felt it would 
be wise if the men themselves worked out the 
type of camp they would be willing to enter 
and present it themselves to Major General 
Lewis B. Hershey, getting whatever help they 
want or need from Paul Comly French. 

To accomplish this, camps have been asked 
to nominate members for a government camp 
committee. Names of nominees will be mim- 
eographed and circulated for selection by the 
campers themselves. Some arrangement will 
be made for the final selections to get to- 
gether. 

About 71 per cent of camp strength an- 
swered questionnaires, considered by Paul 
French as a good return. Regarding them, he 
commented, 

“The one thing that stands out in the figures 
is that the quéstion of compensation, mainte- 
nance, and provision for dependents, is one of 
the larger issues.” 

Because of the wide difference in comment, 
accurate tabulation was not possible. How- 
ever there was enough unanimity to show 
that: 

Of those who want government camps, at 
least 30 would prefer C.P.S. for themselves; 
150 would go if their stipulations are met and 
about ten others said they would rather re- 
main in C.P.S. but: were willing to go to gov- 
ernment camps because the financial burden 
is too great for the churches, etc. 

In addition, 34 men wanted the government 
to finance a church administered program, 16 
wanted neither type and 14 were undecided. 
Fifteen men wrote that they thought the 
questionnaire unfair and biased. 

Stipulations regarding government camps 
included army pay (or slightly less), main- 
tenance, provision for dependents, insurance, 
democratic control of camp administration, 
same furlough and leave privileges as in C.P. 
S., no defense work, no racial segregation, 
free opportunity for detached service of real 
significance, assurance that men could trans- 
fer back to C.P.S., complete absence of mili- 
tary regimentation, assurance that all abili- 
ties would be properly used. 

(Continued on page four) 








NO CAT-AND-MOUSE 





The new Parole Committee has ex- 
pressed a concern that men who have 
already served a term for violation of 
the Selective Service Act not be con- 
victed again for substantially the same 
offense. 

Non-registrants and others who have 
finished prison sentences should get in 
touch with the N.S.B.R.O immediately 
if further action against them seems 
to be pending. 




















SPECIAL PROJECTS 





With the approval of six more dairy testers 
for the State of New Jersey and four receiving 
preliminary approval in Illinois, dairy testing 
promises to become a major C.P.S. activity. 
It is estimated that several hundred can be 
used ultimately all over the country. 

Men for New Jersey, probably five from 
Kane and one from Howard, will join. the 
three already working in the vicinity of New 
Brunswick, N. J., in connection with Rutgers 
University. The four for Illinois, not yet 
assigned to an administrative agency, will be 
connected with the Dairy Husbandry Ex- 
tension Service of the ‘University of Illinois, 
Urbana. 

Addition of these men is regarded as an 
enlargement of trial areas. Requests from 
state offices of the Dairy Herd Improvement 
Ass’n for C.P.S. help are still necessary 
before any wholesale assignments can be 
made. The Special Projects Section is opti- 
mistic however. 

Dairy herd improvement associations are 
sponsored by the U. S. Dept. of Agriculture. 
The typical association is an organization of 
about 26 dairy farmers who co-operatively 
employ a man to determine the quantity of 
milk and butterfat produced by each cow in 
each herd, the cost of feed used in production 
and the income returned per cow. Primary 
purpose is to improve efficiency of herds, cull 
out unprofitable cows, feed the rest according 


(Continueud on page 2) 


MEDICAL CORPS 





Secretary of War Stimson has announced 
that henceforth all conscientious objectors 
taking noncombatant service in the army 
(I-A-O) will automatically be assigned to 
the medical corps. 

It is understood that this also applies to 
men in C.P.S. who would transfer to the 
army if they could be guaranteed medical 
corps assignment. 


PAROLE COMMITTEE 





Selective Service and the Department of 
Justice have set up.a Parole Committee to 
consider parole applications of conscientious 
objectors now in prison. 

Meeting twice a month, the committee has 
so far considered a total of 27 cases. Ten of 
these have been granted parole to C.P.S.; 
four men who had indicated a willingness to 
do noncombatant service were offered parole 
to I-A-O; two were referred for psychiatric 
examination; and seven were refused any 
parole except to military service. 

One man was paroled straight into orderly 
work in a mental hospital. 


Remainder of the cases were held over, 
one because he has been released under bond 
to test the constitutionality of his classifica- 
tion procedure, another because of the near- 
ness of his conditional release date, and a third 
returned to his local board for reconsideration. 

Technically, the committee was set up as 
an advisory body for Attorney General Fran- 
cis A. Biddle and Major General Lewis B. 
Hershey who are in charge of paroles for 
draft violators, but so far decisions of the 
committee have been accepted by the attorney 
General and General Hershey. 

The committee consists of four men: Col- 
onel Lewis F. Kosch of Selective Service; 
Linton Collins, Special Assistant to the At- 
torney General; James V. Bennett, Director 
of the Federal Bureau of Prisons; and Lieut 
Col. Edward S. Shattuck, Associate Counsel 
of the War Manpower Commission. 

Paul Comly French, although not a member 
of the committee, sits in on the semi-monthly 
meetings and presents evidence on the cases 
considered. 


Under the plan, which was proposed by 
Colonel Shattuck and is now a part of the 
regulations, all men whom the committee ap- 
proves for parole to C.P.S. (under Executive 
Order 8641) are placed in IV-E by National 
Headquarters of Selective Service. 

It was pointed out that the board represents 
another attempt by the government to assure 
proper classification of objectors since the 
board considers only parole applications of 
men wanting IV-E or I-A-O and is not avail- 
able to other types of applicants. 

“There is every indication that the com- 
mittee is doing its utmost to be fair and con- 
siderate under the law,” French said. “I am 
confident that individually and as a group they 
are fully aware of our problems.” 

Many objectors in prison don’t want pa- 
roles to C.P.S. however. About half of the 
number is made up of Jehdvah’s Witnesses 
who want only a ministerial classification 
while another sizable percentage are Mos- 
lems. Neither group, along with a number 


(Continued on page. four) 








The Reporter 


Vol. I No. 10 FEBRUARY 1, 1943 
Published semi-monthly by the 
NATIONAL Service Boarp 


For REticious Osyrcrors. 
P. O. Box 1636 


941 Massachusetts Ave., N. W., 
Washington, D. C. 





Subscription price $1.00 per year 





TRANSFERS 


Hill City to Terry: Harvey C. Eby, David D. Fast, 
Elmer M. Gingerich, John Gingerich, he Joseph 
Gingerich, Jr., Daniel J. Glick, Eli I. iller, Dan 
A. Mullet, Richard E. Nachtigal, Leonard Neufeld, 
Andrew B. uate, Robert Schmidt, Raymond 
Slabaugh, Alvin Weaver, Elmer |. Wiens, 5 

. Wiens, Peter Aviaiaens, Eli M. Yoder, Jonas E 
Yordy 

Grottoes to Terry: Monford H. Bishop, Aaron F. 
Heisey, Lioyd J. Hostetler, Harold T. Kauffman, 
Howard C. Keller, Eli Mast, John H. Paul, Sherman 
M. Schrock, Lorraine K. Stahl, Raymond H. Zeiters 

Galax to Terry: Delbert R. Ballard, John S. Beiler, 
Charles A. Breneman, Elon H. "Kash, Amos K. 
Fisher, Mervin H. Gochnauer, Clarence Heishman, 
Aaron B. Herr, Dan J. Hershberger, Daniel A. 
Huber, Paul King. Vernon Lehman, Paul M. Mar- 
tin, Nathan iller. S. Allen Shirk, Roman J. 
Slabaugh, Melvin C. Stuckey, Donald E. Wenger, 
John M. Yoder, Joseph A. Yoder, Elmer S. Yutzy 

Fort Collins to Terry: ‘Rufus R. Beachy, Johnnie I. 
Becker, Willard Becker, Johnny Kaufman, Edgar 
Miller, Harold Nikkel, Menno Penner, Herbert R. 
Preheim, Melvin A. Preheim, Menno L. Regier, Vern 
J. Stauffer, Dale W. Steckley. Earl H. Waltner 

Colorado Springs to Terry: Ora J. Sworeland, Otto J. 
Thomas, Harvey A. Toews, Lloyd F. Toews, Marlon 





Wagler. Mike M. Waldner, Raymond Buller, Mar- 
vin S. Dester, Harry D. Ensz. Joe L. Glanzer, Jacob 
E. Hofer, William Jaehde. Gus I. Janzen, enr 


fr erke, Menno Koehn, Fred S. Miller, Reinhardt 
heim, Dallas D. Rediger 
Denison to Terry: Robert Albrecht, Elmer W. 
Goering, David H. Knopp, Orie W. Lehrman, Robert 
. Regier, Willard A. Schrag. Richard D. Tschetter, 
Elmer H. Wall, Roman S. Yoder 
Hagerstown to Terry: Ralph Beechv 
Weeee, Sour to Terry: David D. Schrag, Vernon 
. Rocke 
Colorado Springs to Denver: Dewis Bridges. Robert S. 
urkle, Ezra W. Shenk, Wesley W. Bartel. Raymond 
R. Unruh, Albert J. Ewert, George H. Fadenrecht, 
Bruce W. Neal. Jacoh R. Pauls. Leslie L. Harms 
Glendora to Big Flats: Reino N. Hannula 
Coleville to Big Flats: Richard L. Hatch 
Marienville to Cambridge: Robert G. Hosselrode, Carl 


E. Craun 

Lyndhurst to Svkesville: William L. Harbaugh. Paul 
W. Claypoecl, David N. Williams, William G. Rowa.i, 
Jr., Ralph R. Spillman 

Kane to Sykesville: Henry H. Jones, Ralph C. Leather- 
man 

Merom to Cleveland: James E. Albrecht, 
Brill, Touis L. Lock, Lee F. Parman 

Powelisville to Cheltenham: Toseph S. Carter 

Bie Flats to Cheltenham: William W. Channel 

Warner to Cheltenhar': Robert A. Holzhauer 

Kane to Cheltenham: Robert E. Rose 

Merom to Cheltenham: Ralph F. Schroeder 

Buck Creek to Cheltenham: Roland F. Smith 

Cooperstown to Philadelphia: Henry M. Mueller 

Denison to Lapine: Percy J. Bontrager. Leo P. Deck- 
ert, Edwin F. Dirks, LeRoy G. Ejigsti, Wilber A. 
Ewert. Irvin Fast, James Harnish. Glenn 
Wartzler, Ben J. Isaac. Elmer R. Johnson, Harvey 
Kaufman, Albert E. Klaassen. Elmer Landis, 
Waldo T. Loewen. John N. Miller, Dorwin C. Mvers, 
Raymond Neufeld. Raymond Y. Schrock. Jerald E. 
Sommer, Gordon R. Stalter. Clifford R. Streid, Jesse 
N. Unruh, Lloyd I. Verder, Raymond Yeackley, 


Russell Yoder 
Rudy M. Bontrager, Al- 


Eugene S. 


Colorado Springs to Lapine: 
vin Duerksen, Paul Duerksen. Donald D. Engle, 
Noah S. Headings, Amos Hofer, Henrv Pino ama 
Peter E. Stauffer, Emil J. Thomas, Willard H. 


Voth, Jacob Yoder 
Weepine’ Water to Lapine: Floyd E. Becker. Adam 
P. Deckert, William A. Friesen, Frederick Kaduce, 
Earl D. Koehn. John H. Koehn, Lewis L. Koehn, 
Leland L. Miller. Elmer L. Ramer, Hugo 8B. Reim: 
er, Walter B. ry Roan R. Schmidt, Harry 

Schmidt, Harry_A. 
Fort Collins to Feary “Dale A. Birkey. Eden F. 
Boese. os A. Rontrager. Virgil J. Brenneman, 
lickinger, Albert Miller, 
Ropp. John L. Ropp, 


Roy W. Eicher, Homer 

Irwin L. Regier. Herman 

Vernon A. Schultz. Lester Selzer, Curtis 1. Yoder 
Hill City to : + Roy S. Birkey. Dwight R. Jacobs, 

Herman Janzen, Walter Tuhnke, Frederick L. 

Mil'er, Seino C. Miller, Herman Nightengale, 

Arthur C. Penner, Marlon J. Roth, Martin H. Schrag, 

or J. Troyer. Allen J. Weaver, Arthur J. Wiebe, 

Paul A. Yoder, Emerson E. Yordy 


THE REPORTER 
DISCHARGES 


For Mili peevins 
Luray: Robert A. Wagner 
Walhalla: Roy W. Clar Se N. 
Fors Collins : Harry R. 
Medaryvi.le: Edwin M. ll 
Magnolia : Hugh T. Hansen 
Wells Tannery: Maynard E. Short 
Belton: Vern a + ig | 
Placerville: L Clark 
Powellsville : o> L. Ears 
eeping Water: Miles G. Harned 
Gorham: William P. Co 
Puck Creek: Thomas 
Kane: Harry M. Miller 


For Physical Disability: 
David L. Leach, 





Taylor 


pin, 
. Adkins 


Walhal'a: Edward A. Johnson, 
Arthur T. Dooley 
Magnolia: William: Schuble, Norman L. Stamps 


Buck Creek: Clarence McClure, William K. Morris, 

r. 

Coleville: Alan H. Settles, William G. Sattler, Ted 
. Banner, Emory F. Jordan 

West Campton: Schuyler D. Dobson, Stephen W. 
Opielowski, Richard B. Werkler 

Powellsville: Martin Ww Mieiedmmen 

Gorham: Stockton .. Woodraff, Wallace E. Wat- 
rous, William A. Atchison 

Santa Barbara: Jay A. Ward 

Warner: Anthony Jadron, 
Roderick Firth 

Denison: Paul S. Wood 

x o: Andrew Poltis 
Colorado Springs: Harold K. Hjelmstad 

Wellston: Helmut F. Pusch 

Coshocton: Sherman V. i 

Weeping Water: Jake M ofer 


Michael H. Gaultiere, 


Big Flats: Edward Poor, Robert F. Stevenson 
Occupational: 
enison: Harold N. Miller 


AMERICAN LAW 





The gradual substitution of administrative 
orders for congressional law has been empha- 
sized in a recent memorandum of Ray Wilson, 
Friends War Problem Committee. 

“According to the United States News of 
Dec. 11, 1942,” Ray Wilson said, “in one year 
of war President Roosevelt has issued some 
890 Executive Orders. In the same period 
the executive agencies have written a shelf 
of directories, orders and rules which would 
fill more than 100 volumes. In the two years 
of the Congress just adjourned, Congress has 
enacted 776 public laws, exclusive of private 
pension bills. 

“The presidential average during the last 
year is 2.4 Executive Orders a day. The law 
passing average of 96 Senators and 435 Rep- 
resentatives of Congress during this time was 
1.09 a day. A very light day among the gov- 
ernment agencies will bring 21 separate sets 
of regulations and orders. A fair day brings 
45. In a fairly light week they run to 204,750 
words. So two laws come from the White 
House to each one enacted by Congress and 
20 times as many rules for the citizens to obey 
come from government agencies as from 
Congress.” 

The memorandum pointed to the report of 
Senator O’Mahoney that on Dec. 5, 1942, 
Congressmen read in the Federal Register 
66 executive “laws” which they had never 
seen before, and these were issued by only 
16 of the 110 departments and bureaus which 
are authorized to issue regulations. 

Ray Wilson adds that this is why “lobbying” 
is a “small and modest part of any sustained 
attempt to influence action by the Govern- 
ment in the field of conscience.” So much is 
going on behind the scenes, he declares, that 
the group which desires to keep a particular 
question in front of the Government must 
have a keen sense of timing, an appreciation 
of governmental and personal inter-relation- 
ships as well as a knowledge of the ethics and 
merits of the issues. 


February 1 


SPECIAL PROJECTS (Cont'd) 





to production requirements and select the 
most suitable for breeding purposes. 

In using C.P.S. men as testers, it is under- 
stood that associations will devote the money 
ordinarily paid in salaries to buying pure-bred 
bulls for post-war breeding. 

Testers usually arrange to visit each farm 
on their circuit once a month, spending a day 
at each place. They work either on an ex- 
pense arrangement or simply accept board and 
room at the farms where they happen to be. 

As a rule, testers arrive at a farm early in 
the afternoon, remaining until about the same 
time the next day. Duties include keeping 
track of each cow through D.H.LA. eartags, 
measuring the amount of grain, roughage and 
pasture fed night and morning to each cow, 
weighing the milk produced by each cow, 
night and morning, and testing a composite 
sample of the two milkings by means of the 
Babcock butterfat tests. 

* + * 

Four new mental hospitals have been ap- 
proved. They include: 

Pennsylvania State Hospital at Warren, 
Pa. Hospital physicians are now selecting 
25 men from Camp Coshocton. This is an 
A.F.S.C. unit. State Hospitals at Middletown 
and Newton, Conn., to be administered by 
the B.S.C. Fifteen men for each hospital will 
probably be taken from Kane and Marien- 
ville, or Wellston and Walhalla. 

Rhode Island State Hospital, Providence 
County, R. I. The M.C.C. will select 25 men 
from Sideling Hill. 

The Veterans’ Hospital at Lyons, N. J., de- 
scribed in the Jan. 15 Reporter, has now been 
approved. These men will also be drawn from 
Camps Kane and Marienville, or Wellston 
and Walhalla. 

Although not yet definite, there is a good 
indication that mental hospitals in Massa- 
chusetts may open up for perhaps 200 men. 
This would probably include the Gardner, 
Mass., institution which was the first mental 
hospital in line for C.P.S. men. 

Three proposals for special use of C.P.S. 
men have been turned down, including two 
“guinea pig” projects by the N.S.B.R.O., and 
a suggestion that C.P.S. men might care for 
the children of working mothers which was 
rejected by Selective Service. 

The “guinea pig” work involved testing the 
wearing qualities of clothes treated for poison 
gas, and testing clothes which had been 
mildew-proofed. Both projects would simply 
have been added to current work programs 
and were rejected because of their military 
significance. 

The child care proposal came from the 
Philadelphia Committee on Day Care and was 
turned down by Selective Service with the 
statement that there is no reasonable standard 
whereby the limited number of men who 
would be interested could be fairly distributed. 

~ . 7” 

Columbia University’s School of Interna- 
tional Administration may begin a new course 
for navy and government men about April 1, 
and Friends and Brethren have agreed to 
support 15 more C.P.S. men in the school if 
they can be entered. 


1943 
MINUTES 


Board of Directors, Jan. 4-5, Washington, 
D. C. Present: A.F.S.C.: Paul J. Furnas; 
B.S.C.: M. R. Zigler, W. Harold Row, Guy 
West; M.C.C.: Orie O. Miller; A.C.C.O.: 
Arthur Sheehan; F.O.R.: Arthur L. Swift, Jr.; 
Federal Council: Walter W. Van Kirk; Dis- 
ciples of Christ: James A. Crain; M.C.W.P.: 
Charles F. Boss, Jr.; N.S.B.R.O.: Paul Comly 
French, J. N. Weaver, E. Leroy Dakin. 

The Executive Secretary reported that the 
Adjutant General of the Army had informed 
him there were 3,067 men in I-A-O as of 
Nov. 30. 

Preliminary returns of the government 
camp questionnaire were discussed and there 
was a general feeling that the number want- 
ing such camps was smaller than had been 
expected. The group agreed to offer its help 
to these men in bringing a government camp 
proposal to Selective Service but were anxious 
that no one should fee! they were dominating 
the scene. It was decided that the problem 
would be best handled if a group of interested 
campers might be selected for the job, getting 
what help they might need from the N.S.B. 
R.O. 

The problem of representation was further 
discussed and it was agreed to propose some 
such system as was later adopted by the Am- 
herst conference, Charles Boss reported that 
Methodist campers were planning a confer- 
ence to consider joint problems. 

Representation of the War Resisters League 
on the Board was considered and Arthur 
Swift was asked to develop a pattern for such 
representation. It was also agreed that the 
Executive Secretary should continue to in- 
vite to Board meetings representatives of the 
various minority religious groups. 

Regarding the extension of work hours, 
Paul French reported that the Selective Serv- 
ice attitude was that C.P.S. men clearly came 
under the Executive Order and that there was 
nothing further to discuss. Arthur Sheehan 
remarked that C.P.S. at times was classified 
on the same basis as the army, at other times 
as civilians. 





TRAINING SCHOOL 





The second C.P.S. Administrative Training 
School, a tighter and improved edition of the 
first, will be held Feb. 8 to 27 in Washington. 

Much of the curriculum of the first will be 
duplicated for the 19 Mennonite, 12 Brethren, 
12 Friends and two Catholic director students. 
However the student body this time contains 
16 camp directors as well as camp assistant 
directors and assignees. 

General Hershey again heads the list of 
government speakers while other guests will 
include Dorothy Day of the Catholic Worker, 
Dorothy Detzer of the W.I.L., Ray Wilson 
of the Friends War Problems Committee and 
Warren Mullin of the Nat’l Council for the 
Prevention of War. The last three, with Paul 
Comly French, will hold an evening seminar 
on Washington procedure. 

The opening session will present the vari- 
ous peace testimonies and attitudes with 
Harold Bender speaking for the Mennonites; 
Rufus Bowman for the Brethren; Dorothy 


THE REPORTER 
ADVISORY SECTION 


In answer to nunierous requests for 
information about the National Service 
Board for Religious Objectors, The Re- 
porter will attempt to outline the duties 
of the staff, section by section. 

The advisory section of the N.S.B.R.O. is 
a group of four peonle who spend their time 
trying to keep objectors out of jail and trying 
to get them out once they’re in. 

More specifically, they attempt to interpret 
the Selective Service regulations and law to 
al! who are interested. It means keeping up 
to date on a thick book of regulations that’s 
getting thicker every week. It means an enor- 
mous volume of correspondence (about 200 
letters a week), a continual stream of visitors 
and frequent attempts to do something about 
the men who wait until three hours before 
their final induction date to wire in for help. 

Problems of prospective I-A-O’s, draft 
board troubles and most of the correspond- 
ence comes under the department of Mrs. 
Huldah Randell who has been with the N.S. 
B. almost from the beginning. Presidential 
appeals, prisons and paroles are the duties of 
Guy West. Alice Weitz and Helen Arikawa 
complete the section. 

A comparatively new activity of the group 
is the organization of a list of prison visitors 
who will call on objectors in jail from time 
to time, do what they can for them there and 
refer larger problems back to Washington. 
Two of these have already been secured, and 
approved by the Federal Bureau: of Prisons, 
Jesse W. Hoover of the M.C.C: who will visit 
the Lewisburg Penitentiary, and Henry Lee 
Robison, director of the Interdenomination- 
al Religious Work Foundation Inc., who will 
visit the prison at Petersburg, Va. Others 
are expected to be approved shortly. 

Another new responsibility is the setting 
up of advisory groups across the country so 
that men with problems of consciencé can 
get effective local help. Hundreds of names 
were received from the F.O.R. and the service 
committees, a list which the section is now 
engaged in integrating. Organization of the 
local groups is an attempt to bolster the al- 
ready considerable aid given by such long- 
established bodies as the Metropolitan Board 


(Continued on page four} 











Day for the Catholics; Richard Miller, 
Friends; Walter Van Kirk, Federal Council 
of Churches; Frank Olmstead, War Resisters 
League; and A. J. Muste, F.O.R. School di- 
rector is Kenneth Morgan, A.F.S.C. 


The following camp directors will be 
Tschetter, Hill City; Wilbur Nafziger 
Martens, Colorado Springs; Glenn Whitaker, Luray; 
Relph Townsend, Crestview; Oscar Marchburn, 
Glendora; James Mullin, Gorham; Winslow Osborne, 
Big Flats; Thomas Potts, Merom; Donald Stevenson, 
Campton; John Wyse, Coleville : Dwight Larrowe, 
Warner; Clyde Winer, Leghorn; Erwin C. Goer- 
ing, Weeping Water; John P 5 Duerksen, Galax ; ana 
Arnold L. Krause, Denison ; Other Mennonite dele; 
Vernon S. Rocke, Lotus E. Troyer, Ernest H. ichti, 
Roland Bartel, Kenneth L. Weaver, David P. Miller, 
Loris A. Habegger, Landis C. Martin, Lloyd Hess, 
oe Neff, Everett G. Alderfer, and bert E. 

rer. 

Brethren assignees are: I. Harvey Horner, Richard 
Anderson. Robert Case, Dale Young, Alfred Rath, 
Vernon Stinebaugh Oscar Linstrum, Edwin Keller, 
se aa Davis, George Romine, Forest Shively. 


resent: Paul 
eton; Harry 


Roger Drury, Stanley Harbison, Edward 
kers. Catholic 


'Frien 
A ‘Richard aoe, Elmo. Vic 


assignee is John Siegfri 


THOMAS AMENDMENT 





The proposed Thomas Amendment to the 
Selective Service Act which would eliminate 
provisions for conscientious objectors in both 
IV-E and I-A-O classifications, is in the 
hands of the Senate Military Affairs Com- 
mittee. 

Present information indicates that the com- 
mittee is unlikely to take immediate action on 
the measure. Paul Comly French has talked 
with some of the members of the committee 
and plans to discuss the implications of such 
action with each member. 

The bill, (S.315) was introduced by Senator 
Elmer Thomas of Oklahoma at the request, 
it was understood, of the Oklahoma Depart- 
ment of the American Legion. Several ad- 
ministrative leaders have talked with Senator 
Thomas at the request of the N.S.B.R.O. and 
have expressed the feeling that the committee 
will not report it out with a favorable recom- 
mendation. 

The bill, if passed, would strike out sub- 
division “g” of Section 5 of the Selective Train- 
ing and Service Act of 1940, the paragraph 
which deals with conscientious objection. No 
alternative was proposed, either for C.P.S 
camps or for noncombatants in the army. 


Other Bills 


During the first five days of the 78th Con- 
gress, a total of 1,573 bills was introduced in 
both the Senate and House. These included 
four providing for post-war planning com- 
missions, four to abolish the poll tax, seven 
anti-lynching bills, others to provide equal 
rights for men and women. 

Not yet introduced but being studied with 
interest by a number of Congressmen was the 
proposed National War Service Act written 
by Grenville Clark, author of the present draft 
act. The document provides for “the imposi- 
tion upon every able-bodied man and woman 
of a legal obligation to aid the war effort by 
noncombatant work as, when, and where re- 
quired by the Government.” It also sets up 
administrative machinery to handle its pro- 
visions and stresses “the definite termination 
of the law at the end of hostilities.” 

The proposal sets 18 to 65 as the age limits 
for male service; 18 to 50 for women. Re- 
garding conscience it asks only that the final 
act include a “list of various categories to be 
exempt, somewhat corresponding to Section 
5 of the Selective Service Act.” 
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Sec. 562 P. L. & R. 
CANADIAN C.O.’S 


There are now about 1,000 conscientious 
objectors in Canadian alternative service work 
camps, according to a recent letter from J. 
B. Martin of the Canadian “Conference of 
Historic Peace Churches.” 

All camps, about 25 in number, are govern- 
ment operated and the men receive 50 cents 
a day in addition to board and housing. The 
staffs, foremen, cooks, etc., are all govern- 
ment appointed. 

“Mennonites are in the majority,” Mr. Mar- 
tin writes, “but many other denominations 
are represented. Religiously we have the 
privilege of having a Spiritual Adviser in the 
camps and are able to carry out any pro- 
gramme that we desire.” 

Camps fall generally into four different 
classifications. One, at Chalk River, Ontario, 
is working with a government forestry ex-" 
periment station. Another, Camp Montreal, 
Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario, is working on un- 
finished sections of the trans-Canada High- 
way. Three more nezr Banff, Alberta, are 
located in national parks and are engaged 
largely in cutting down and burning insect- 
infested white pines. 

About 20 other camps are in British Colum- 
bia chiefly as forest fire fighters. In off sea- 
sons they plant trees, fell snags, build tele- 
phone lines and improve roads. 


PAROLE COMMITTEE 


(Continued ) 
of “absolutists,” will apply for paroles except 
as ministers or to their own homes. 
Presidential Appeals 

During 1942 there was a total of 349 re- 
quests for Presidential appeal, all but about 
30 of which were from conscientious objectors, 
according to an unofficial N.S.B.R.O. tabula- 
tion. 

These are men whose conscience claims 
were denied by both local and appeal boards 
and who have taken recourse to the highest 
review body provided under the Selective 
Service system, the Presidential Appeal Com- 
mittee. As the system works out, Selective 
Service headquarters first examines such re- 
quests and is empowered to reject them with- 
out passing them on to the committee, 

Of the 349 requests, ten were later with- 
drawn, 117 accepted for consideration by the 
Presidential Committee, 158 rejected by Se- 
lective Service, 27 referred back and acted on 
by local boards or state headquarters, 22 still 
perding and 15 decisions not yet known. 

Of the 117 considered by the Presidential 
Committee, 61 decisions were favorable, 32 
adverse and 24 still undecided. 








THE REPORTER 
CONFERENCES 





The second C.P.S. district conference, for 
Camps Marienville, Howard Nursery, Kane, 
Sideling Hill and Hagerstown, and the Phila- 
delphia, Norristown, Marlboro and Greystone 
Hospitals was held the week end of Jan. 23 
in Philadelphia. 

No resolutions, as such, were passed, but 
the group suggested the establishment of 
more camps with co-operative administration, 
to be available to any Mennonite, Brethren 
or Friends camper who might want such an 
arrangement. Possibilities of more consolida- 
tion in administration were also discussed. 

Reports were heard from men in hospital 
units and it was suggested that, owing to the 
prospect of increasing numbers of mental 
hospitals, that hospital men ought to visit 
camps from time to time to give firsthand 
descriptions of the work and advice to those 
who were undecided. 

No camper representative to the N.S.B.R. 
O. was elected. 

In addition- to the campers, those present 
included Kenneth E. Morgan and David 
Swift of the A.F.S.C., Orie Miller and J. N. 
Byler of the M.C.C., Harold Row of the B. 
S.C. and Paul Comly French, Dr. E. Leroy 
Dakin, John Ejichelberger, Herbert Over- 
meyer and J. N. Weaver of the N.S.B.R.O. 

The first conference, at Amherst, Mass., 
drew delegates from Big Flats, Gorham, Coop- 
erstown, Warner, and Presbyterian Hospital 
as well as Arthur Sheehan from the A.C.C.O., 
Kenneth Morgan from the A.F.S.C., Paul 
French, Dr. E. Leroy Dakin, Arnold Olena 
and Don Smith from the N.S.B.R.O. 

George Snyder of Gorham was elected rep- 
resentative to the N.S.B. and as such spent 
about two weeks in Washington in an attempt 
to interpret camper concerns and ideas to the 
Board. He is now drawing up a report to be 
presented to his constituent camps. 

The conference discussed at length the ques- 
tion of representation and allied problems. 
In all, 14 recommendations were drawn up 
including: 

That minutes of N.S.B.R.O. meetings be 
mimeographed and sent to all camps. 

That surveys be made of all work projects 
in an attempt to eliminate any suggestion of 
“made work” or poor utilization of manpower. 

That the N.S.B.R.O. recognize the prob- 
lems of pay, dependents, and accident insur- 
ance as primary problems and make every 
effort to find solutions. 

That the N.S.B.R.O. explore the possibil- 
ities of a system whereby automatic transfer 
would be offered to men in camp six months 
or longer. 

That the power of discipline on A.W.O/L 
cases be returned to the administrative agen- 
cies. 

That regional conferences be held three 
times a year. 





It is known that at least 29 men whose ap- 
peals were rejected by Selective Service are 
now in prison while at least seven went into 
the army. Nine men denied IV-E by the Pres- 
idential Committee have also gone to jail. 
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GOVERNMENT CAMPS 





( Continued ) 


Of those who commented on their C.P.S. 
choice, 58 said they wanted compensation, 
32 would like government camps for others, 
26 would be willing to go if certain stipula- 
tions were met, and the remainder were mis- 
cellaneous remarks. 

One man said he wanted government camps 
to show government camps advocates how 
wrong they were, others checked C.P.S. but 
said they wanted administration to be neither 
church nor government, and. a third group 
wanted to go home. 

Of those who checked neither square, 17 
wanted detached service, 11 didn’t care which 
type so long as they were paid, others stipu- 
lated reasons previously mentioned. 

Of those who checked both, five wanted 
either camp with pay, four said they were not 
particularly interested in either type but were 
more concerned about work projects and the 
remainder were miscellaneous. 

The complete five-page tabulation will soon 
be available to camps who ask for it. 


CAMP COSHOCTON 





Camp Coshocton is being reduced in size 
to about 50 men, the number necessary to 
maintain the Soil Conservation Service’s ex- 
perimental force there. This is the result of a 
rather involved technical administrative prob- 
lem, a certain amount of public pressure and 
the insistence of U. S. Congressman from 
Ohio J.. Harry McGregor. 

A carload of 38 men was transferred to 
Camp Elkton, Ore. Twenty-five others are 
going to the Warren, Pa., State Hospital and 
another 10 to 15 to the Cleveland State Hos- 
pital. Destination of the remaining 20 dr so 
has yet to be decided by the A.F.S.C., N. S. 
B.R.O. and Selective Service. 


NEW PAMPHLET 





“Civilian Public Service,” a history and in- 
terpretation of C.P.S. by Paul Comly French, 
has: been printed in pamphlet form and is 
available for ten cents apiece. 


ADVISORY SECTION (Cont'd) 





in New York City, the Northern California 
Service Board and the regional offices of the 
service committees and the F.O.R. 

Through all of this, the advisory section 
has only a few complaints. It advises against: 

Waiting until the last minute and telegraph- 
ing for a stay of induction. 

Writing long, involved, pencilled letters 
which often don’t include pertinent facts. 

Drifting along until you're actually in the 
army before bringing up the conscience ques- 
tion. 

All three are frequent. If you have a ques- 
tion or need help, try to write as soon as 
possible, try to be as brief as possible and 
try to be ciear. 





